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Also InsideFreshmen off to a running start at Olympics
by CJ Cosas
News Editor
First-years from both Aquinas and Assumption high five each other after Aquinas won a hard earned dodgeball match. (CJ Cosas/COLLEGIAN)
Athletic competitions foster friendships between new students and their community
A test of strength. A battle of 
wills. A clash of titanic forces. 
The ultimate competition to find 
out which residence hall belongs 
on top. Although the previous 
descriptions are probably a slight 
exaggeration, the emotions that 
were running high during the 
2014 Saint Mary’s  College First 
Year Olympics could hardly be 
overstated. Even from the very 
beginning of the competition, as 
the Saint Mary’s freshmen made 
their way out to Madigan Gym 
and the turf field, one could feel 
the excitement in the air.
Mobs of red, light blue, yel-
low, blue, and maroon could all 
be seen walking across the quad 
to their fated battle arena. Many 
students decorated their shirts 
with creative and fun designs 
that showed their spirited  sup-
port for their team. Like previous 
years, each hall is given a specific 
color, and students from each hall 
wears shirts of that color to show 
their team pride in this duel for 
supremacy. 
Each hall was color coded to 
match the same colors of previous 
years: Assumption wore deco-
rated orange shirts, Augustine had 
pristine light blue ones, Aquinas 
showed up in royal maroon tees, 
Mitty boldly sauntered in with 
dark blue threads,  De La Salle 
showed up with daring yellow 
shirts, and Justin gathered to-
gether with their commanding 
red shirts.
The First Year Olympics has 
been an annual tradition at Saint 
Mary’s and is always hosted to-
ward the very beginning of the fall 
semester as a way to help foster 
feelings of camaraderie and com-
munity amongst the new students. 
This year the competition was 
held on Sunday, Sept. 7. Freshmen 
participated in the standard fare 
of games that have been played in 
previous years. The games played 
this year were flag football, soccer, 
dodgeball, and volleyball. Also, as 
in previous years, each hall played 
against another hall in each sport. 
To ensure each hall gets to play 
each other, the halls only played 
each sport once and each sport 
they played was against a different 
opponent. 
To start off the Games, Augustine 
Hall faced off against Assumption 
Hall in a game of soccer on the turf 
field, while Aquinas engaged De La 
Salle in flag football on the other 
side of the field. In the meantime, 
Justin and Mitty had a dodgeball 
showdown in Madigan Gym. Each 
team cheered on their halls as they 
each played one another in fierce 
competition. 
After the first bout of competi-
tion, the teams moved on to meet 
their next opponents. Justin played 
against Augustine in volleyball, Mit-
ty duked it out with De La Salle in 
soccer, and Aquinas had a shoot out 
with Assumption in dodgeball. The 
competition persisted throughout 
much of the day, as teams contin-
ued to switch sports and test their 
mettle against a new opponent. In 
the end, however, some teams lost 
and some teams won, and Justin 
Hall proved to themselves to be the 
champions of this year’s First Year 
Olympics. In second place came 
Assumption Hall, third place was 
claimed by Mitty, who were fol-
lowed by Aquinas, then Augustine, 
and finally, De La Salle in sixth.
When all was said and done, how-
ever, students treated each other 
well with good sportsmanship and 
respect. While winners and losers 
were decided on, the fun of the 
competition never seemed to be 
lost and the 2014 First Year Olym-
pics seemed to end with a stronger 
sense of community.
More news online at
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SMC Director of Athletic Events 
dies over the summer
Saint Mary’s community mourns 
the loss of Todd Ogorzelec, the 
director of athletic events opera-
tions, who died on July 30. Ogor-
zelec graduated from Acalanes 
High School in Lafayette and later 
received a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration at Saint Mary’s 
College. Ogorzelec worked at the 
Saint Mary’s Athletic Department 
after graduating from Saint Mary’s 
until his death from melanoma. He 
was well-known in the Saint Mary’s 
community for being an inspiring 
voice to student athletes and Gael 
fans. Ogorzelec was 39 years old.
 
WASC on campus to inspect and 
create institutional report
Officials from the Western Asso-
ciation of Schools and Colleges are 
on campus today through Friday as 
part of Saint Mary’s application for 
reaccreditation, which was submit-
ted as part of an institutional report 
in September 2013. The visiting 
WASC team, which is composed of 
current and former administrators 
from other colleges and universi-
ties, will evaluate Saint Mary’s as an 
institution, the presidential transi-
tion from Brother Ronald Gallagher 
to Dr. James Donahue, the campus 
master plan, and institutional sus-
tainability. The team will release a 
report on their visit on Nov. 5 and a 
commission action letter on Mar. 5.
 
Public Safety provides parking 
information for the 2014-2015 
school year
Public Safety is informing stu-
dents to apply for correct parking 
permits. In an email to all students, 
Public Safety Chief Adan Tejada en-
couraged all students bringing mo-
tor vehicles to campus to apply for 
the correct resident or commuter 
permits. Tejada warned resident 
students to avoid parking in faculty 
and staff parking lots, which is the 
most ticketed parking violation. 
Parking at Saint Mary’s is a scarce 
commodity, with over 90 percent 
of all surface lots occupied at peak 
times according to an independent 
parking report. Saint Mary’s ad-
ministrators are exploring plans 
that would charge for parking in 
an attempt to mitigate demand for 
parking.
 
Numerous construction proj-
ects enacted by Facilities Ser-
vices to improve campus
Over the summer, Facilities Ser-
vices worked around the clock on a 
myriad of small- to medium-sized 
projects on campus buildings, and 
more work is underway or sched-
uled for this year. Many residence 
halls saw upgrades, including new 
windows in Mitty Hall and shower 
renovations on the second and third 
floors of Augustine Hall. St. Albert 
Hall Library will have more work-
ing space for students this semester, 
and the Chapel’s exterior is slated 
receive a new coat of paint in June 
2015, among many other projects.
 
Moraga due to celebrate 40th 
anniversary of its founding
Moraga prepares to celebrate 
its 40th birthday this year. While 
Moraga existed as a small ranch-
ing community and the Saint 
Mary’s College campus opening 
in 1928, it wasn’t until November 
1974 when residents voted to in-
corporate as a town. Lamorinda 
Weekly revisited proposed plans 
to build two freeways traveling to 
Oakland, Orinda, and Lafayette 
and apartment complexes with 
thousands of units, all of which 
were stopped by anti-growth 
Moraga residents. While the 
town’s isolated, rural nature was 
preserved, Joan Bruzzone, wife 
of property developer Russ told 
Lamorinda Weekly that incor-
poration has made development 
much more difficult than before.
 
California highway named after 
slain police officer
On Friday, Sept. 5, lawmakers, 
law enforcement, and family of a 
slain California Highway Patrol of-
ficer joined to name the Interstate 
680 and California 24 freeway 
interchange after the officer who 
was killed in gunfire. The Kenyon 
Youngstrom Memorial Interchange 
is named after Youngstrom, who 
was killed on Sept. 4, 2012 on the 
Interstate 680 freeway. His partner, 
Officer Tyler Carlton, was removing 
a dead deer from the grade-sepa-
rated freeway when 36-year-old 
Christopher Lacy shot and killed 
Youngstrom with a semi-automatic 
handgun. Lacy was killed by anoth-
er CHP officer shortly after. Carlton 
remarked that Youngstrom was 
committed to helping his partners 
and making his community safer.
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Crime Beat
EDITORIAL
This year strive for greatness, look closer
by Sara DeSantis
Editor-in-Chief
08/28/2014 9:08 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of para-
phernalia and marijuana and 
confiscation of stiletto switch 
blade in Mitty Hall; referred to 
Community Life
08/29/2014 1:26 a.m.
Incident: Disturbing Peace
Synopsis:  False information 
provided to college official and 
possible underage consump-
tion of alcohol in Moore Hall; 
referred to Community Life
08/29/2014 1:44 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Student with asthma 
in Aquinas Hall- no transport; 
referred to Community Life and 
Health & Wellness Center
08/29/2014 03:20 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of fold-
ing tactical knife in De La Salle 
Quad near Library; referred to 
Community Life
08/30/2014 9:30 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Confiscated vaporizer 
smoking device in Aquinas and 
Mitty Hall quad; referred to 
Community Life
08/31/2014 11:10 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Underage consump-
tion of alcohol in Assumption 
Hall; referred to Community 
Life
09/01/2014 9:27 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of mari-
juana in Ageno A; referred to 
Community Life
Last year, I started off this editorial with the generic 
“school is back in session and 
so is your student newspaper” 
introduction. 
However, my four years as a 
student at Saint Mary’s College 
and an editorial staff member 
for The Collegian have been 
anything but generic. So even 
though I  usually claim that 
quotes in articles seem cliché, 
I would like to start this year 
o ff  wi t h  a  q u ote from  Lord 
Alfred Tennyson’s “Ulysses,” a 
poem that, I think, encapsulates 
the spirit of Saint Mary’s and 
The Collegian that many have 
experienced before and will 
hopefully continue to have in 
the future: “To strive, to seek, 
to find, and not to yield.”
Saint Mary’s has always em-
p h a s i z e d  a c t i ve  st u d e n t s  — 
students who strive for strong 
g r a d e s,  s t u d e n t s  w h o  s e e k 
lasting relationships in the 
community, students who find 
their work rewarding, and stu-
dents who refuse to yield to the 
stress of maturing and becom-
ing adults.  
The Collegian works to echo 
these values in doing what we do 
best–producing the news that is 
relevant and important to the 
Saint Mary’s community. The 
great thing about The Collegian 
staff is that we are always striv-
ing to make the paper better. 
Whether that was the launch of 
our redesigned website in 2013, 
or our growing presence on 
social media, we are constantly 
seeking to maintain our strong 
presence in the College com-
munity. And though many may 
claim that print news is a dying 
art, our plan for the future of 
The Collegian at Saint Mary’s 
is to ensure that we will not be 
yielding to that fate. The Col-
legian has been around for 112 
years, producing both impor-
tant community news and some 
typical quirky pieces: both of 
which we plan to continue.
This year, The Collegian will 
be updating and increasing its 
content with the addition of 
a new, special “Best Of ” issue 
that celebrates the Saint Mary’s 
community and surrounding ar-
eas. Readers should look closer 
for events put on by the staff to 
integrate the Saint Mary’s com-
munity into what we do to bring 
the news every week and what it 
means to be a journalist.  
The Collegian staff are seek-
ers, unyielding in their passion 
for the paper and for expand-
ing our presence on campus. 
Students have a right to have 
their voices heard in the paper, 
a forum which The Collegian 
strives to provide. We invite all 
students to find something that 
moves them — a concern about 
something on campus, a new 
fashion revolution, or an impor-
tant event occurring in your col-
legiate world — and write about 
it.  The writers, photographers, 
and editorial staff members look 
forward to another year of striv-
ing, seeking, finding, and never 
yielding at The Collegian this 
year and for many years after.
Bay Area Police Use Social 
Media to Out “Johns”
     In a move to combat prosti-
tution, certain police depart-
ments are taking to Facebook 
and Twitter to shame men being 
charged for solicitation. More 
specifically, the departments in 
Oakland, Richmond, and Fresno 
have begun to post mugshots of 
these men. Police take the photo 
on site of the arrest while the 
men hold a piece of paper saying 
"They are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of 
law." Most recently, Richmond 
law enforcement officers arrested 
11 men on Sept. 4 and uploaded 
their photos. These “Johns” were 
arrested for trying to solicit pros-
titution from undercover officers. 
Sting operations such as this one 
focus on capturing the pimps and 
“Johns” who exploit vulnerable 
types of people — most notably 
victims of human trafficking 
and sexual abuse who can be as 
young as 12 years old. Police are 
hoping that such a shaming tactic 
may serve as a stronger, and very 
public deterrent.
Wildfire Forces Yosemite 
Evacuation
Around 300 homes near Yo-
semite National Park were given 
an evacuation order as firefight-
ers combated a large wildfire 
around Central California. The 
Mariposa County Sheriff’s Office 
began ordering the evacuation of 
the residents of the Ponderosa 
Basin area as a safety precau-
tion. The fire broke out sometime 
Friday afternoon and firefighters 
Beyond the Bubble Because there’s a whole world out there…
were still trying to contain it as 
of Sunday. Although 300 homes 
were evacuated, an estimated 
700 different structures were 
at risk of being damaged by the 
fire. The area being affected by 
the blaze is about 15 miles south-
west of Yosemite Park. Due to 
the proximity of the fire, a por-
tion of the Highway State Route 
49 that leads into Yosemite has 
been closed off. So far, no severe 
damage has been reported and 
there does not seem to be any im-
mediately damaging or harmful 
effects on the park. Additionally, 
400 other homes were advised to 
potentially be ready to evacuate 
in case of the fire growing out 
of control. Over 700 personnel 
from different fields are working 
to fight the fire. As of Saturday, 
Sept. 5, firefighters reported that 
the fire was around 25 percent 
under control.
Apple to Strengthen iCloud 
Security
     On Sept. 2, Apple’s storage data-
base known as iCloud was hacked 
into and over 100 female celebri-
ties, most notably Jennifer Law-
rence and Kate Upton, had per-
sonal and explicit photos exposed 
on the Internet. Apple claimed 
the security breach was a very 
targeted attack that didn’t actu-
ally breach the iCloud storage 
system itself, but rather targeted 
specific accounts. In addition to 
the ongoing investigation into 
the information attack, Apple is 
implementing further measures 
to keep such hackers out of users’ 
accounts. From now on, Apple 
will alert users when someone at-
tempts to change their password, 
restore iCloud data, or if someone 
is logging in with a new device 
for the first time. Additionally, 
Apple is expanding its two-factor 
authentication to help prevent 
further breaches.
Woman Robs Bank, Tries to 
Escape Shirtless
     A woman robbed a Palo Alto 
bank Wednesday afternoon. The 
woman walked into the Wells 
Fargo bank and simply handed 
the teller a note demanding the 
money. She was given the money 
and then proceeded to walk out 
of the bank. Shortly afterwards, 
however, the robber, Joyce Ro-
driguez, 20, was found wearing 
only shoes, jeans, and a bra. In 
an apparent attempt to disguise 
herself and blend in, the woman 
had discarded both a wig and her 
shirt that she had been wearing 
at the time of the robbery. The 
two items were found discarded 
in a nearby carport. She was 
taken into custody on suspicion 
of numerous charges, including 
burglary, destruction of property, 
and robbery. Police are further 
looking into whether or not she 
may have committed other bank 
robberies.
Comedian Joan Rivers Dies 
at age 81
     On Thursday, Sept. 4, famed co-
median Joan Rivers died in a New 
York hospital after being on life 
support for several days. Rivers 
had been hospitalized ever since 
stopped breathing and went into 
cardiac arrest following one of 
her routine throat procedures at 
the doctor’s office. Health officials 
have started an investigation into 
the Yorksville Endoscopy clinic 
where Rivers was treated. Rivers 
was known for her often abrasive 
comedy that broke into the male 
dominated realm of comedy in 
the 1960s. Never mellowing out 
during her long 50 year career, 
Rivers made the “Can we talk?” 
catchphrase a well-known trade-
mark of her routines. 
Couple Tries to Sneak into Ma-
ternity Ward with Fake Baby
     A woman was arrested on tres-
passing charges at a hospital in 
California’s San Joaquin Valley. 
41-year-old Tonya Whitney and 
her husband were caught tres-
passing in the maternity ward 
of Mercy Medical Center. The 
arrest occurred because it was 
the third time that the couple 
had been caught trying to enter 
the ward in a week. Whitney was 
disguised, wearing a nurse’s outfit 
and an old visitor’s pass as she 
pushed around a fake baby in a 
stroller. Later it was found that 
the woman had many kinds of 
life-like dolls in her apartment, 
which she claims to sell and 
was trying to pitch a sale to the 
hospital. Although her motive 
is unclear, police do note that 
the couple’s suspicious behavior 
may have been because they were 
attempting to switch live babies 
with the fake dolls. Her husband 
was not arrested, but Whitney is 
facing misdemeanor trespassing 
charges. 
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Campus 
Calendar
Planning an event?
Want it in The Collegian?
E-mail us with the details 
of your event at:
smccollegian@gmail.com
or call for more information:
(925) 631-4279
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
One Planet Film Festival
Tuesday, September 9
6:30 p.m.
Galileo 201
Contact Kenneth Worthy
kaw9@stmarys-ca.edu
Just Desserts 
Tuesday, September 9
5:00-6:00p.m. & 8:00-9:00p.m.
Le Fevre Theatre
Contact Ron Dotson
rld3@stmarys-ca.edu
Mass of the Holy Spirit
Wednesday, September 10
11:45 a.m.
SMC Chapel
Contact Vince Nims
x4814
Lasallian Service Internship 
(LSI)Info Sessions
Wednesday, September 10
11:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Brother York Seminar Room
Contact Carrie Davis
cak6@stmarys-ca.edu
Celebrating Latin American 
Independence Month
Friday, September 9
5:00-7:00p.m.
Intercultural Center
Contact IC
x8545
Snapshots
La Hermandad, also known as LAH, is a club that focuses on Chicano and Latino identity. The 
hope is to both preserve and promote the history and culture. (Bryanna Paulson/COLLEGIAN)
The Louge  is an event hosted by the Intercultural Center (IC) where students can perform different 
forms of expression. Past performances included poetry, music, and rap. (Bryanna Paulson/
COLLEGIAN)
The SMC Sports Band, also known as the Pep Band, is the group of musicians that play the music 
at home basketball games, and sometimes other local university games. (Bryanna Paulson/
COLLEGIAN)
The Business Club is interested in looking at modern social and political questions, while at 
the same time looking into career opportunities in the business industry. (Bryanna Paulson/
COLLEGIAN)
JOIN YOUR COLLEGE
NEWSPAPER.
stmaryscollegian.com
MONDAY AT 6PM
IN DANTE 117.
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by Jose Basulto
Staff Writer
by Matt Ringard
Opinion Editor
by Evelyn Minaise
Assistant Culture Editor
Uber faces mega growing pains in legal battles
Air travel conditions and passenger behavior are to blame for the escalating conflicts
Three U.S. planes diverted over arguing passengers
ISIS violence 
is just part of 
the puzzle 
ISIS has recently beheaded two American journalists, prompting 
President Obama to make a com-
mitment to stomp out ISIS. While 
Obama’s confronting of the extrem-
ist group is certainly valuable, it 
causes the average American to run 
into the sort of fallacy that ISIS aims 
for us to hold: that Western thought 
is a main target of Muslim extrem-
ist groups. In reality, ISIS covers so 
much territory in terms of terror-
ism; and while the beheadings are 
tragic, they should not be the only 
basis by which Obama decides to 
confront ISIS.
ISIS stands for the Islamic State 
of Iraq and al-Sham. It is a Sunni 
jihadist group that wishes to bring 
the Islamic regions of the world 
under one rule. It is particularly well-
known for its actions in Iraq, Syria, 
and now other parts of the world. 
ISIS has reportedly beaten, tortured, 
and/or killed Christians in the region 
all in the name of their mission. 
And these facts are just the basics. 
They do not go into the details of 
the brutal realities citizens’ endure 
on a daily basis. I got a small, mild 
glimpse of this reality this summer 
when I studied abroad and visited 
family in Lebanon. That trip, to me, 
highlighted the all-encompassing 
problems ISIS imposes upon people.
During my stay in Lebanon, I 
lived in a college dorm room close 
to the capital of Beirut throughout 
the week and with family on week-
ends in the northern villages of the 
country. Simply, I was moving all 
around the country using public 
transportation by myself. I’ve trav-
eled there before and had to face 
concerns regarding mobility, but this 
was the first time people told me to 
worry about foreign interference. No 
longer was I told to not walk alone at 
night for my general safety, but more 
because the faces around these areas 
were no longer recognizable. The 
army was stationed at many check-
points throughout, yes, but there 
was no telling which car bomb they 
might not notice or which disguise 
they could not see. ISIS, or “Daesh” 
as it is called in that part of the world, 
was beginning to infiltrate the aver-
age citizens’ life, and the worry was 
seeing them overtake Lebanon the 
way they did in Iraq and Syria.
So, what’s the point of all these 
stories? The point is that there is 
a domino effect from country to 
country, and lifestyle to lifestyle. It 
started with Iraq and moved to Syria. 
They began with everyday harass-
ments and then moved towards the 
execution of Christians. And while 
ISIS may have targeted the US with 
these awful beheadings, drastic 
attention from Obama is exactly 
what they want. Studying terrorism 
shows us that terrorist groups seek 
to create havoc in the name of some 
supposed ideological goal; while the 
havoc may seem not to have a pat-
tern, weakening a state by whatever 
means to create their own Islamic 
state is the goal. ISIS’ business is 
scary regardless of the context, but 
it’s important to view the issue in 
its entirety and not fall into traps 
of specificity. These beheadings are 
just pieces to a puzzle, and we can’t 
ignore the overall picture.
Uber has impacted the world in ways that appear to be either 
controversial and completely 
frustrating, or one hundred per-
cent resourceful and practical. 
There’s no in-between. A new 
generation and new strategies 
come into play with Uber, leav-
ing the older generation of taxi 
companies and loyalist customers 
in the shadows.
The technology we have at hand 
now is beyond impressive and can 
be used in positive, helpful ways. 
In this case, Uber was invented for 
all users who are able to download 
its application. It is an easier way 
to obtain a cab in minutes without 
even attempting to go chase one 
down the street. 
Personally, I found it to be a 
great resource when traveling to 
and from the airport in Europe 
for my junior year abroad. It 
makes the process of going to the 
airport much easier, considering 
that bags are always a hassle to 
carry around and paying the driv-
ers is a breeze, since a credit card 
is already registered in the app. 
But some have strong opinions 
against Uber, and it would be rude 
to completely ignore the fact that 
they might have a point in their 
opinion. 
Everyone knows traveling al-
ways comes with a headache. All 
we want to do is get off the plane, 
pick up our luggage, if it’s not lost 
or stolen at the airport, and get to 
sleep until the next morning. It 
will not get any easier, Bay Area. 
The California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) has en-
forced strict regulations on com-
panies such as Uber and Lyft by 
demanding extensive insurance 
requirements and a special permit 
to operate within airports. 
However, how important is it to 
regulate genius ideas such as Uber 
and Lyft? It might not be evident 
to most people, but safety does 
come first. Part of this is knowing 
who is driving. We cannot forget 
the tragic death of Sofia Lu. The 
six-year-old girl and her family 
were walking in San Francisco 
last New Year’s Eve when an Uber 
driver ran her and her family over. 
Uber claimed that he had not been 
working for the company at the 
time of the incident, even though 
he still had the app running on his 
phone. I believe Uber should be 
required to re-write their policy. 
I can’t believe a man was illegally 
representing Uber at a time when 
he was not even working for them. 
Uber’s lack of moral responsibility 
in this case does slightly change 
the positive light of the company.
Another strong argument that 
is surely getting across is the 
fact that we cannot simply push 
aside those yellow taxis that are 
still driving the hectic streets of 
the world’s biggest cities. Many 
taxi drivers complain that Uber 
is slowly but surely taking all of 
the potential customers for in-
dependent taxi drivers or other 
taxi companies, especially if their 
drivers are actually following the 
rules they are expected to follow.
Uber is a great company, but it 
is evident that they have to per-
fect their system and operating 
methods. “California is the first 
state that created rules for this 
industry to promote consumer 
choice. We will not, however, 
accept consumer choice at the 
expense of customer safety,” a 
representative from CPUC said. 
The CPUC right here in the Bay 
Area sounds like it is committed 
to helping them the hard way, and 
sometimes the hard way is the 
only way to really pay attention 
to what is necessary.  
Courtesy of Uber
In the space of nine days, three American planes were diverted 
to unscheduled landings because 
of passengers getting into argu-
ments over reclining or not re-
clining their seats. The relatively 
minor act of reclining a seat ignit-
ed a conflict significant enough 
for a pilot to decide to land the 
plane early. This says a lot about 
the conditions of commercial air 
travel and its passengers’ short 
fuses. 
Airlines are trying to make 
money, and so from a practical 
standpoint, little changes here 
and there seem to make sense. 
Southwest and United have cut 
an inch from each row on certain 
planes to accommodate more 
seats, and JetBlue has cut an inch 
from its coach rows to expand 
its first-class section. The more 
seats they have, the more they 
can sell, and the more they can 
earn. 
However, as they crowd more 
and more people into their 
planes, the discomfort and sub-
sequent aggravation escalate. 
According to the Associated 
Press, incidents involving “un-
ruly passengers” have risen to 
one in every 1,300 flights over 
the past three years. This is just 
absurd when you consider what 
is essentially involved in being 
an airplane passenger: you walk 
through a security line, then you 
board a plane, you sit down, and 
then you stand up and disembark. 
It should be a fairly simple, harm-
less task. But the experiences 
of most commercial airplane 
passengers are now so uncom-
fortable, so frustrating, and so 
trying, that it’s hard to blame 
them for their outbursts. And, 
when you consider that airlines 
lose thousands and thousands of 
dollars when planes are diverted, 
it’s hard not to wonder whether 
the extra four seats are worth the 
cost and if soaring customer dis-
satisfaction is worth it for them. 
On the other hand, there is 
certainly some responsibility 
that all travelers have to bear. I fly 
fairly regularly, and I would like 
to think of myself as a considerate 
traveler. I don’t bark at people, 
and I don’t cut in front of them. I 
try to use manners like “please,” 
“thank you,” and “excuse me,” 
and I don’t recline my seat. The 
last part is a more recent develop-
ment for me. I’m not particularly 
tall, so I never considered the 
discomfort of those with longer 
legs, until a close, tall friend of 
mine explained to me how awful 
it can be for the person behind 
me. (“Explained” is a kinder way 
of saying “lectured.”) When I 
look around at airports, I see an 
enormous amount of discourte-
ous behavior; travelers simply 
aren’t kind to their fellows. While 
the conditions of travel have a 
lot to do with this, such behavior 
simply fuels the irritation and 
shortens the fuses. 
While I understand that the 
basic need of business is to make 
profit, airlines need to consider 
the conditions they are creating 
and the results those conditions 
have. They also ought to weigh 
the value of extra seats over their 
reputation as an airline — then 
again, with airlines as large as 
American or United, a few bad 
reviews versus the sheer volume 
of flights will not take them down. 
But passengers, too, can improve 
each others’ experiences, sim-
ply through courtesy, through 
patience, through kindness, 
and perhaps most importantly, 
through not reclining their seats. 
Courtesy of letsflycheaper.com
Opinion
stmaryscollegian.com 5
by Tori Stringer
Assistant Opinion Editor
The Collegian    •     Tuesday, September 9, 2014
by Alexa Gambero
Chief Copy Editor
Internet fad helps to raise awareness for a good cause, but giving to charity should be a silent, selfless act
Napa earthquake news coverage forces fear into viewers
ALS ice bucket challenge becomes platform for attention seekers
At 3:20 a.m. on Aug. 24, I awoke to an ear-deafen-
ing rumbling, things crashing 
around me in every direction, 
and a violent shaking that I can 
still feel if I think about it. A 
6.1 earthquake had hit South 
Napa. The aftermath of that 
disaster was terribly difficult to 
go through, but what ended up 
shocking me the most I didn’t 
see until the day after. Having 
finally gotten power back, I de-
cided to check the news reports 
to assess the damage outside 
of my immediate area. What I 
found on my television screen 
was nothing but pictures of de-
struction and rubble. They kept 
flashing “Napa Earthquake” 
in large letters on a giant red 
screen and reporters talked 
about “new breaking new s” 
just about every 15 minutes. 
With the combination of the 
news reports and helicopters 
flying over my house every five 
minutes from every direction, I 
was terrified.
However, then I actually went 
out and drove around Napa, and 
the difference between what 
I saw on the news and what I 
saw on my drive could not have 
b e e n  a ny  l a r g e r.  Wa s  t h e r e 
damage? Yes. Was it incredibly 
traumatic? Yes. But was the 
city in shambles? No. Actually, 
Napa bounced back surprisingly 
quickly. Different areas of Napa 
got hit harder than others, but 
for the most part things looked 
relatively normal. From what 
the news had showed I wouldn’t 
h ave  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  i f  h a l f 
of Napa had been completely 
demolished. So, why was there 
this discrepancy between what 
I heard from my trusty news 
station and what I saw with my 
own two eyes? Short answer: 
the media.
There were two main prob-
lems with the media coverage of 
the earthquake. First and fore-
most, it was scaring people. Not 
only was it scary for residents to 
see these images and hear the 
dramatic reports, especially if 
they hadn’t been able to survey 
the damage for themselves yet, 
but it was also traumatizing for 
loved ones of victims. A news 
story this big was not missed 
by many. Relatives,  friends, 
and others could easily access 
this news at any time and see 
the severity of damage that the 
news reports claimed was pres-
ent.  Obviously,  this sparked 
massive fear. I received multiple 
panicked phone calls and text 
messages from people fearing 
for me and my family’s safety. 
The one thing that is most im-
portant in a disaster situation 
is staying calm, and the news 
caused the completely opposite 
effect. The last thing my family 
needed to deal with on top of 
cleaning up and recovering from 
the earthquake was the constant 
panicked calls and overwhelm-
ing need to reassure people we 
were okay.
The second issue is the ad-
vertising of the disaster as a 
spectacle.  In the week after 
the quake, tourists came flood-
i n g  i n t o  N a p a  j u st  t o  c o m e 
and see the damage. Claiming 
they were “coming to help the 
Napa economy,” people came 
in by the bus load, and all these 
tourists did was suck up Napa’s 
resources. Most stores weren’t 
able to restock their shelves 
right away after the quake and 
any resources left that Napa res-
idents needed were being taken 
by these ambulance chasers and 
sightseers. The news reporters’ 
drawing of so much attention to 
Napa was completely the wrong 
thing to do. The city needed to 
heal, not be gawked at.
These problems are not ex-
clusive to the Napa earthquake, 
though. After experiencing the 
media’s aggrandizement of this 
disaster and seeing it from the 
inside, I will take any disaster 
news I see with a grain of salt, 
and I advise others to do so too. 
The media will only show a se-
lect few images to spark fear and 
make the disaster look worse 
than it  is.  Next time you’re 
watching any news coverage 
of this kind, pay attention to 
just how many different pic-
tures they will use—my guess 
is it won’t be many. Even the 
“factual” news must elaborate 
their stories to beat out their 
competitors and attract your 
attention.  It’s  important to 
remember that the media’s one 
and only purpose is to attract 
an audience—even in a situation 
like a devastating earthquake.
Amyotrophic lateral sclero-sis, often abbreviated as 
ALS or known as Lou Gehrig ’s 
Disease, is a condition that pro-
gressively kills motor neurons, 
causing muscles to become weak 
and, in some cases, paralyzed. 
According to the ALS Associa-
tion’s website (alsa.org), around 
5,600 people are diagnosed with 
ALS each year. 
This summer, ALS awareness 
efforts went viral with the ALS 
Ice Bucket Challenge. People 
all over the world participated 
by dumping buckets of ice water 
on their heads. The ALS Asso-
ciation, and related charities, 
collected over $100 million this 
summer alone. 
The challenge was presented 
in the media  rather simply: 
dump ice on your head or donate 
to the ALS Foundation. Under 
the impression that donating 
money was a consequence, I 
decided that this  challeng e 
brought up an important point 
about worldwide fundraising 
efforts: we are constantly called 
to give, but sometimes giving 
becomes an either-or situation, 
not a necessity. 
I do not doubt that this chal-
lenge began with good inten-
tions. After watching the first 
Ice Bucket Challenge video that 
appeared on my Facebook feed, 
I immediately researched ALS, 
because the video did not give 
details about the condition. It 
seemed to me that the creator of 
this first video, and others who 
followed the trend, posted their 
videos to show off their cold 
temperature tolerance and to 
tell the Internet that they have 
friends who are worthy of a so-
cial media shout-out. I doubted 
that every single person who 
posted a video made a donation, 
and I was confused as to how the 
challenge became such a trend. 
Yes, I realize that finding a 
cure for a debilitating disease 
involves spreading awareness. 
Considering I did not even know 
what ALS was until this summer, 
the challenge was extremely 
effective in spreading aware-
ness. Not only did we see ALS 
videos all over our Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter feeds, I 
also found myself talking to my 
friends and family about ALS 
in casual conversation. Before 
I knew it, everyone was talking 
about ALS, but it was only being 
associated with ice buckets, not 
fundraising.
As a student at a Lasallian 
college, I challenged myself to 
reflect on our call to give — one 
that is rooted in the Catholic 
faith. Matthew 6:3-4 says, “But 
when you give to the poor, do 
not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving will be in secret; and 
your Father who sees what is 
done in secret will reward you.” 
In this passage, we are encour-
aged to give whatever we can, 
whenever we can, to those in 
need — without publicizing it. 
Though I realize that it is hard 
to make an impact without us-
ing social media, I worry that 
the Ice Bucket Challeng e is 
becoming less popular. Due to 
Media reports 
reveal a 
desperate  need 
for viewers’ 
attention rather 
than the facts 
of the event
After experiencing 
the media’s 
aggrandizement of this 
disaster and seeing 
it from the inside, I 
will take any disaster 
news I see with a grain 
of salt, and I advise 
others to do so too.
Courtesy of TIME
the ever-changing nature of 
the media, ALS awareness and 
f u n d r a i s i n g  c a m p a i g n s  w i l l 
become a fad, just like the Ice 
Bucket Challenge has. This is 
problematic because unlike 
social media posts, which are 
meant to be seen for a few days 
and then ignored because, say, 
Kim Kardashian decides to get 
another divorce, ALS does not go 
away. As far as we know, there is 
no cure. People live with it. They 
can’t wake up and find that their 
struggle has been overridden by 
Kardashian news.
So, I challenge you all, wheth-
er or not you agree with me, to 
donate to any worthy cause out 
of love, not social pressure, no 
matter how many Facebook likes 
your actions might warrant. 
GET YOUR
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Ed Sheeran continues toward a successful career
From deep love songs to energetic pop tracks, Sheeran’s newest album provides versatility for listeners
by Tori Stringer
Assistant Opinion Editor
Ed Sheeran exploded onto the 
music scene back in 2011, gaining 
immense popularity for his mix 
of soft acoustic guitar melodies 
and heartfelt lyrics about love 
gained, lost, or wanted. It then 
took Sheeran three years to 
perfect his sophomore album, 
“X,” and that time was not time 
wasted. He could easily have 
made a second album featuring 
a dozen or so of the same type 
of tracks featured on his first 
album. However, he chose to be 
daring and take risks that defi-
nitely pay off.
The album starts in typical 
Ed Sheeran fashion—“One” and 
“I’m a Mess” feature the acoustic 
guitar sounds and personal lyr-
ics expected of him. The album 
takes a drastic turn afterwards 
with “Sing” and “Don’t.” “Sing” 
was released as a single before 
the album debuted and features 
much heavier pop influences 
than Sheeran’s fans are used to 
hearing. In fact, many people 
didn’t even realize it was Sheeran 
singing on the track when they 
first heard it. Nonetheless, the 
track became an instant hit 
on the radio and among fans. 
Similarly, “Don’t” features heavy 
pop influences as well as some 
pointed lyrics  —one of the first 
times Sheeran has really showed 
anger rather than his usual sor-
row or lament. 
As if Sheeran hadn’t taken 
enough risks doing songs that 
sound more “mainstream,” he 
decided to take it one step fur-
ther and use his passion for hip 
hop and rap to influence “The 
Man” and “Take It Back” (the lat-
ter is only available on the deluxe 
edition). Sheeran mentioned in 
various interviews about this 
album that he was extremely 
cally bleeds into his lyrics about 
death. “Afire Love” specifically 
address the loss of Sheeran’s 
grandfather while the other ad-
dresses the emotionally charged 
subject of suicide. Sheeran also 
explicitly explores his troubled 
relationship with his father as a 
child and young adult in “Run-
away.” These songs highlighting 
more intense subject matter give 
the album a highly personal feel-
ing, like they are windows into 
Sheeran’s soul.
This album is truly spectacular 
in the way it offers something for 
every listener. From “Sing ” to 
“Afire Love,” a listener can ex-
perience the classic Ed Sheeran 
love songs, fun pop songs that 
make you want to dance, and 
deep songs that may bring a tear 
to your eye, all in the span of 
about an hour. Sheeran’s risk-
taking and fight to make music 
the way he wants are what makes 
him such an important artist on 
today’s music market. Sheeran 
is truly one of a kind, and this 
album is only the start to a long 
and very successful career.
Tips and tricks for first-year students
How to get by these next four years: a senior’s guide
by Kate Maccariello
Staff Writer
Still daydreaming of summer 
barbecues and pool hangs, sans 
textbooks? Here are ten enjoy-
able and exciting tracks to help 
get you back on track for the fall 
semester.
“Hello My Old Heart” - The 
Oh Hello’s
This slow track is  a  great 
introduction to those early-
morning classes. A pretty song 
can make a wake-up call a little 
bit easier.
“Cour D’Alene” - The Head 
and the Heart
Wake yourself up with a tasty 
breakfast and some thoughtful 
lyrics from The Head and the 
Heart.
“Furr” - Blitzen Trapper
This folksy jam can help to 
get you energized on your walk 
to class… Singing along encour-
aged.
“ L o c a t i o n ”  -  Fr e e l a n c e 
Whales
Whether you’re using your in-
between class break to catch up 
on homework or  catch up with 
friends, this upbeat track can 
definitely perk up your energy.
“The King and All His Men” 
nervous because he knew he had 
taken a risk so large that it could 
end his career. In an MTV docu-
mentary called “Nine Days and 
Nights of Ed Sheeran” he admit-
ted, “The first time I did a record, 
I could make mistakes and it 
didn’t matter much because no 
one was listening. Now everyone 
is watching, so it seems like this 
will determine whether I just had 
a really big album in 2011 or if I’m 
a career artist.” Luckily, this risk 
paid off for Sheeran. Rapping 
combined with Sheeran’s impec-
cable ability to write poignant 
lyrics makes for two amazing 
songs, one reminding his fans 
about his struggle to make it in 
the music industry and the other 
featuring themes of lost love and 
anger akin to “Don’t.” The catchy 
chorus to “Take It Back” makes 
kicking in the extra few dollars 
for the deluxe version worth it.
The album also features two 
songs that seem to come from 
a deeper emotional place than 
Sheeran’s songs about love. In 
“Afire Love” and “Even My Dad 
Does Sometimes” (the latter, 
again, only available on the 
deluxe edition), Sheeran practi-
by Kate Maccariello
Staff Writer
Let me be one of the dozens of 
people to formally welcome you 
to Saint Mary ’s, and to swear 
that you should be proud to be 
at one of the best schools in the 
country. Now that my formal 
introduction is out of the way, 
let me give you some tips on 
how to make the most of your 
years here.
First things first, what are you 
really here for? A top-notch lib-
eral arts education. While you 
will have time for your share of 
fun, studies are important. (I 
know, I know, I sound like your 
typical, stuffy, school-centered 
senior, but I might get in my 
professors’ bad books if I don’t 
focus on studying.)
1. Participate in Seminar and 
seminar-based classes.  This 
may seem like an obvious tip, 
but when I was a freshman, I 
could not seem to wrap my head 
around the texts. Read and an-
notate the text (before class, not 
in class), and don’t be afraid to 
speak your mind in discussions, 
even if what you say is a little ri-
diculous. (I promise, no one will 
purposefully bash your ideas.) 
But really, speak up. Your grade 
depends on it.
2. Befriend your professors. 
Most professors are really inter-
ested in having conversations 
with students outside of class, 
on topics other than Greek 
thought and your next essay’s 
thesis. Plus, getting on your 
teachers’ good side can do noth-
ing but help you when it comes 
to final grades.
3. Have fun with your assign-
ments. As a freshman, no one 
expects you to be developing the 
deep and thoughtful concepts 
- Wolf Gang
Listen to this tune on your 
way to your last class. You can 
do it.
“ We  C o m e  R u n n i n g ”   - 
Youngblood Hawke
School’s out for the day? Cel-
ebrate with this fun song… And 
maybe some ice cream?
“Colours”  - Grouplove
Trying to get back into the 
h o m e w o r k  g r o o v e ?  G r o o v e 
along with this heavy-beat num-
ber to help you focus on your 
studies.
“2 Atoms In A Molecule” - 
Noah and the Whale
Take a break from those books 
with a quick dance around your 
dorm room with this chanty love 
anthem.
“All These Things That I’ve 
Done” - The Killers
This classic by The Killers is a 
perfect backdrop to a late-night 
hang out with your friends.
“If You Can’t Hang ” - Sleep-
ing With Sirens
Who doesn’t  need a  l ittle 
heavy jam for the weekend? 
Pump yourself for a party with 
the catchy chorus from this jam.
that you’ll be using for your 
senior thesis. In a lot of liberal 
arts classes, freshman year is 
all about discovering yourself, 
finding your niche, and begin-
ning to understand the way the 
College works (all through your 
studies, of course).
Now that the boring stuff 
is out of the way, here are my 
thoughts on how to build your 
best social life when you’ve had 
enough of the books.
1. Don’t build your best friends 
group out of the first people you 
meet. I’m not telling you not to 
be friends with your roommates 
or people from your orientation 
group, but give everyone time 
to settle in, yourself included. 
In the first few weeks of school 
(especially Weekend of Wel-
come), everyone is eagerly rush-
ing around to meet people, and 
usually don’t take time to think 
about what they really want in a 
friend group. You will meet lots 
of people in your first few weeks, 
so take your time deciding who 
you want to settle down with.
2. Get involved. But not too 
much. Don’t overwhelm your-
self with a plethora of extracur-
ricular activities and jobs. Find 
one or two clubs that interest 
you, but leave yourself time to 
hang out with your new friends, 
go on adventures, and just chill 
out.
3. If you’re shy (or even if 
you’re not) try to do things that 
will bring you out of your com-
fort zone, but don’t do anything 
that will make you uncomfort-
able. I get it, you want to make 
friends, and you want people to 
like you. But if the people you’re 
hanging out with want to party 
the weekend away, every week-
end, and that’s just not your 
scene, then don’t feel like you 
have to go. I promise that you 
will find people who have the 
same interests as you, people 
who would be quite happy to 
join you on your mom’s couch 
f o r  a  S a t u r d ay  n i g h t  m ov i e 
marathon.
While this is just a fraction 
of the advice I can offer you for 
having your best freshman year 
ever, I hope that you all enjoy 
your time at Saint Mary’s, and 
don’t let it go by too quickly.
Back to school playlist
The soundtrack for a new school year
Bryanna Paulson/COLLEGIAN Courtesy of FCS Student Life Blog
Grade: A
Download: “Thinking Out Loud”
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Sports This
Week
Women’s Volleyball
Fri. @ Texas A&M - Corpus 
Christi 11:00 a.m.
Sat. @ Long Beach State 8:00 
p.m.
Women’s Soccer
Fri. vs. Idaho 1:30 p.m.
Sun. vs. Seattle 2:30 p.m. 
Men’s Soccer
Fri. vs. Central Arkansas 4:00 
p.m.
Sun. vs. Florida Gulf Coast 12:00 
p.m.
#GoGaels
Follow us
facebook.com/smccollegian
@smccollegian
Baseball races come down to September NFL
Commissioner 
Goodell
continues to 
implement 
inconsistent 
suspensions
by Dimitri Quaglierini
Contributing Writer
MLB playoff runs heat up as the season winds down
As the 2014 Major League Base-
ball season comes down to the 
wire, there are still several teams 
fighting for the last Wild Card 
spot in both the American and 
National League. In the American 
League, the Angels appear to have 
solidified their division lead with 
a sweep of the Oakland Athletics 
in late August. With the AL West 
locked up, that means Oakland 
is the likely candidate for the 
top seed in the Wild Card Race. 
The Kansas City Royals have a 
two-game lead in the AL Central 
before the start of play Sunday 
afternoon. The Royals have not 
made the playoffs since 1985. 
They desperately owe it to their 
fan base to perform for the rest of 
the year and, eventually, clinch a 
playoff spot. After that, there are 
multiple teams fighting for the 
final playoff spot in the American 
League. This includes the Seattle 
Mariners, Detroit Tigers, Cleve-
land Indians, New York Yankees, 
and Toronto Blue Jays. In what 
appears to be a dogfight between 
these five teams, the Detroit Ti-
gers are poised to secure the sec-
ond playoff seed. With Detroit’s 
experienced starting rotation and 
veteran hitters, it is difficult to 
pick against them. On the other 
hand, Derek Jeter and the Yan-
kees do not seem to have much 
left in the tank to make one last 
final run at an October postsea-
son. New York did not live up to 
expectations this year with such 
a high payroll and injuries have 
once again been the crucial issue. 
Expect Oakland and Detroit to 
lock up the one and two seeds re-
spectively in the American League 
Wild Card. Detroit had Oakland’s 
number in the last three post-
season match-ups dating back to 
2006. Although the Angels have 
been hot as of late, they do not 
The Kansas City Royals are looking for their first playoffs berth since 1985. (Courtesy of kingsofkauffman.com)
have the starting pitching depth 
to make a late run. The Detroit 
Tigers have the superstars, and 
if Justin Verlander can somehow 
right the ship, they have a starting 
rotation to be feared.
 Similar  to the American 
League, the National League race 
is still up in the air. It gets trickier 
as the NL West and NL Central are 
still up for grabs. The Washington 
Nationals, viewed by many as the 
perennial favorites to win the NL 
Pennant, have just about locked 
up the NL East. Meanwhile, St. 
Louis and the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers are fighting for each of their 
division leads respectively. In the 
Wild Card, it is a four team race 
for two spots. This race includes 
San Francisco Giants, Atlanta 
Braves, Milwaukee Brewers, and 
Pittsburgh Pirates. 4 and a half 
games separate these four teams, 
and it seems likely that the San 
Francisco Giants and Atlanta 
Braves will come out on top. San 
Francisco is a squad led by an 
experienced starting rotation 
of Tim Hudson, Jake Peavy, and 
anchored by Madison Bumgarner. 
In a Wild Card matchup between 
Atlanta and San Francisco, the 
Giants came out on top based 
off their solid pitching and hav-
ing one of the best players in the 
MLB, Buster Posey. Ultimately, 
the National League will be de-
cided in a shootout between the 
Washington Nationals and Los 
Angeles Dodgers. With the Dodg-
ers’ experience in the playoffs 
and a pitching staff anchored by 
two aces in Clayton Kershaw and 
Zack Greinke, it is difficult to pick 
against them. Look for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers to win the NL in 
7 games over the Nationals.
The NFL season got underway 
on Thursday evening. The de-
fending Super Bowl Champions, 
Seattle Seahawks, showed their 
dominance with a convincing 
victory against the Green Bay 
Packers, but what continues to 
baffle many fans is the incon-
sistency of the Commissioner, 
Roger Goodell. Goodell has an-
gered many in the suspensions 
given out to some players. Ray 
Rice, running back for the Bal-
timore Ravens, is suspended for 
the first two games of the 2014-
2015 season after being arrested 
for domestic violence after he 
reportedly had an altercation 
with his fiancée. Josh Gordon, 
wide receiver for the Cleveland 
Browns, was recently suspended 
for the whole year after failing 
another drug test for marijuana. 
So,  we have two differing 
degrees of illegal activities or 
wrong-doings. You can be the 
judg e of  whose offense was 
worse, but let’s throw a wrench 
into the equation. Recently, the 
NFL implemented a rule that 
it is a 6-game suspension for a 
domestic violence altercation 
for the first offense and a lifetime 
ban for the second offense. Did 
Ray Rice’s offense now bump up 
to six games? No. What about 
a totally unrelated drug issue 
where the drug has been known 
to be beneficial to athletes? No, 
Josh Gordon is still suspended 
for the whole year and is now 
working as a car sales rep in Ohio. 
Roger Goodell has flexed his 
muscles by handing down these 
suspensions, but did he hand out 
the right length? Ray Rice should 
have received at least a 6-game 
suspension to set a precedent to 
show the players he means busi-
ness. Marijuana is still a serious 
offense, and this wasn’t the first 
time Josh Gordon has failed a 
drug test, but as states are legal-
izing this drug, shouldn’t the 
NFL take a similar stance? We 
make our athletes become freaks 
of nature and they go through a 
beating week in and week out, yet 
they cannot use drugs that might 
be beneficial to the recovery 
process? 
I agree that Goodell and his 
team are making steps in the 
right direction by coming down 
harder on domestic violence 
offenses. They are truly trying 
to clean up the game, and for 
that, you can only hope that the 
strides they are making are suc-
cessful.
by Daniel Conmy
Sports Editor
Women’s soccer drops game to No. 12 Cal
Women’s soccer started the year 
with two wins at home against 
University of Albany and Saint 
Joseph’s. They suffered a minor 
setback against University of 
Oregon by losing 2-0. The Gaels 
quickly rebounded against Or-
egon State with a commanding 
4-2 victory. Saint Mary’s was in a 
good position when 12th ranked 
Cal came in to face the 3-1 Gaels. 
Unfortunately the Gaels had a 
tough time, as they did not record 
a shot in the first half. The Gaels 
rebounded in the second half by 
recording six shots. None of them 
went in, but they fought until the 
end. The Golden Bears were able 
to score two goals in the first half 
and two goals in the second half. 
Although losing is never great 
for your win-loss record, teams 
can learn from a devastating loss. 
“We showed a lot of heart and had 
some good moments … Cal is a very 
good team,” said assistant coach 
Brook Johnson. On the way to 
Nevada, Johnson stated: “We are 
confident. It will be tough as it’s 
hard to play on the road.  We will 
be ready for it.”
The Gaels were ready for Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, but fell 
short. The Gaels opened up the 
scoring with a goal by Vicki Shim-
kus and was assisted by Valerie 
Laforge and Jessica Imbrie. The 
Gaels kept Nevada goalless for the 
entirety of the first half, but two 
goals late in the game put Nevada 
on top and won by the score, 2-1. 
“Today we did not play well enough 
to win in certain moments,” said 
head coach Kai Edwards.   “This 
is a game we should have gotten a 
result...credit to Nevada for going 
out and winning the game.” 
The Gaels did not get the results 
they wanted in this week, but they 
have a chance to redeem them-
selves when they host Idaho on 
Friday afternoon.
by Daniel Conmy
Sports Editor
The Gaels battle for position against Saint Joseph’s. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
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Men’s soccer stuns No. 4 WashingtonVolleyball finishes 
week with 
three wins
Volleyball started off on the 
wrong foot at the Utah State In-
vitational in Logan, Utah. Saint 
Mary ’s dropped straight sets 
against Oregon State. Idaho State 
was also able to beat the Gaels 
3-1. Saint Mary’s reversed their 
fortune with a 3-1 win against 
Utah State. 
The Gaels came back home to 
face UC Davis and won handily 
in four sets. Samantha Tinsley 
stole the show Wednesday night. 
Tinsley recorded 14 kills and 
three assists. Mary Hernandez 
and Dalas Dodd added 25 and 19 
assists respectively. Dodd tacked 
on four service aces with her slow 
dropping serve. The Gaels won 
in four sets, 25-20, 15-25, 25-13, 
25-14.
The Gaels faced off against the 
San Jose State Spartans and beat 
them in straight sets. The wealth 
was spread around in this game 
as five girls had six or more kills. 
The closest set was the opening 
set, 25-23. The Gaels showed the 
a lot of promise in that game. 
Rachel Gillcrist said, “I think 
the most important thing when 
you’re playing teams like this 
is you have to make sure you’re 
creating the energy and you’re 
playing the way you want to play.” 
The Gaels breezed by and wel-
comed University of Utah into 
McKeon Pavilion. The Utes were 
able to beat the Gaels in straight 
sets Saturday night. It was a tough 
game and Saint Mary’s miscom-
municated throughout the night 
and eventually fell after a strong 
showing in the first set. 
The Gaels responded the fol-
lowing afternoon win a 3-1 win 
against Cal Poly. Natalie Loos 
led the Gaels with 13 kills. Dalas 
Dodd led Saint Mary’s with 23 
assists on the afternoon. Dodd 
also added 13 important digs to 
keep the rallies alive for her team-
mates. The Gaels came up big at 
the net, as they had 12 blocks as 
a team. Overall, it was a great 
turnaround performance after a 
tough loss against Utah.
Saint Mary’s pulls off an early season upset against Huskies, 4-2
by Daniel Conmy
Sports Editor
The men’s soccer team took 
a trip out to New York to start 
their season. Unfortunately, the 
time zone change did not sit well 
with the Gaels, as they lost both 
games to Colgate and Syracuse. 
Saint Mary’s dropped their season 
opener against Colgate in double 
overtime, 1-0. The teams were 
evenly matched going into the first 
overtime. The Gaels had 10 shots 
while Colgate had 11 shots. In the 
overtime periods, it was a different 
story. Colgate combined for a total 
of six shots to Saint Mary’s zero 
shots. Colgate also led in corner 
kicks, 9-3. Andre Rawls, goal-
keeper for Saint Mary’s, and Ricky 
Brown, goalkeeper for Colgate, 
Michael Semenza had two assists against University of Washington and helped Antonio Lokossou scored the game-winning goal on a cross. (courtesy of smcgaels.com)
had six saves for their respective 
teams.
Syracuse came out firing on all 
cylinders against Saint Mary’s 
and outshot the Gaels 21-2. The 
Orange started the scoring in 
the 10th minute and tacked on 
another in the 40th minute. The 
Gaels were down 2-0 going into 
halftime, and Syracuse tacked on 
another goal. The game ended 3-0. 
The Gaels had a tough test moving 
up to face 4th ranked University of 
Washington.
Saint Mary’s was able to hold 
the 4th best team in the nation 
to no goals in the opening half of 
play. The Huskies opened up the 
scoring four minutes in the second 
half on a goal by Mason Robertson. 
The Gaels were being outshot 21-4 
when Jake Stenberg was able to 
land a strike that found the back 
of the net. 
The Gaels were outshot 33-8, 
but that did not deter them from 
scoring the winning goal in extra 
time. Freshman Antonio Lokos-
sou sunk the winning goal in the 
94th minute, to secure a huge 
upset for the Gaels. Lokossou has 
appeared in games before, but this 
was the biggest moment of his 
early collegiate career. The cross 
came from Michael Semenza, who 
had two assists that afternoon. 
The Gaels never stopped com-
peting in one of their toughest 
matchups this year. 
“That was a hard fought battle 
today between two determined 
teams,” said head coach Adam 
Cooper.  “Last wekend, when we 
had some guys go down to injury, 
several of our guys didn’t step up 
when they were called upon. This 
weekend, simply put, they did. 
Our guys had a team mentality 
today. They battled and fought and 
earned a very good result against 
a top 5 program.” 
This was the Gaels’ first victory 
of the season and could end up 
being one their best. 
The Gaels face off against Cen-
tral Arkansas on Friday afternoon 
and then take on Florida Gulf 
Coast in a matchup on Sunday.
by Daniel Conmy
Sports Editor
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